Please remember it is important to apply
for as many study abroad scholarships as
possible, but you may not receive every
award. These fundraising tips will help'you
explore other options, both large and small.

Every little bit adds up!

* Use websites like gofundme.com or
fundmytravel.com to start an online
fundraising campaign and make giving
easy for donors.

 Gather unwanted items from friends
& family to organize a garage sale or
Craigslist postings. One person’s trash
is your ticket abroad!

* Write articles or record podcasts in
exchange for possible contributions

from local newspapers or radio stations.

Don’ t Forget!
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* Ask friends and family for cash towards
travel expenses instead of material

birthday or holiday gifts this year.

* Plan a dinner or party and ask
attendees for donations. Chili suppers

are great for cool weather & picnics

are fun in nice weather!

* Some restaurants will offer a portion
of a day’s profits in exchange for
promotion, new customers, or light
clean-up type manual labor.
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* Contact local clubs or church groups and
offer to make a presentation to their

gl’OUP upon YOUF return FOI" a donation.

* Organize a fun activity for teams, such
as human foozeball. Charge an entry
fee to participants and reward the

winning team with a prize!

* Create a direct mail campaign for
family and friends to ask for travel
funds - see the back of this sheet for
tips on how to write your letter!

High school teachers, parents’ coworkers, and distant cousins may

be willing to support your experience.

Make sure to tell people how your travel will impact you academically or
professionally. People usually aren’t willing to contribute to a vacation.

Send updates from abroad via email or blog to share your meaningful
experience with your contributors; they will feel more involved in your journey!



Sample Letter

Paragraph 1
Dear Aunt Sarah, SR

As you know, for the past year and a half I've been studying music at Missouri

State University. It’s been an amazing experience as |'ve gotten to build upon my

abilities both in the classroom and during on-campus performances. I've worked

hard to push myself musically and academically to succeed in the classroom and Paragraph 2/3
beyond. In order to push myself even further, I've decided to enroll in a short-term,

faculty-directed study abroad program to Qingdao, China for musical performance.

While earning credits towards my degree, | will also gain the experience of

performing on an international stage with a widely renowned orchestra.

Students who've participated in this program in the past have gone on to perform
professionally around the world, which is a dream of mine. This opportunity is too Paragraph 4

great to pass up and I'm excited to see what doors this experience will open.

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will be partially funded with my existing
academic scholarships and a few extra study abroad scholarships | was awarded.
However, these funds in combination with my personal savings will come up short

. . . P h 5
of the program fee. The total cost of the program, including airfare and room and aragzap

board, comes to around $4,000.

If you could contribute any amount, | would appreciate it more than | can express.
And, of course, I'll keep you updated during my trip I've even arranged to live-

stream the performance so you can watch from home!

Thank you for being my constant supporter and cheerleader!

Love,

Mary Ellen

| would like to contribute:
_ e . Give family and friends options by including a
. $25 Ni hao! Feel your financial pain, but | hope this helps! light-hearted note with your letter. It may make
. $50 Glad you're stepping out of your comfort zone! Best of luck! it easier for them to choose an amount—and if

you're feeling awkward about asking for money,

. $100 Bring me back something cool! Have fun! it may relieve some of the tension.

B $250 I'm feeling extra generous today! Don’t spend it all in one place

B Other | just didn’t want to check the other boxes... I'm allowed to be MISSOUI'I OFFICE OF

difficult as long as | support you, right? State EDUCATION ABROAD




